Why in the World do we Work?
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Why Work? BB EZThIXESELOH ?

Genesis gl[f#HEE 2:15

The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden
of Eden to work it and take care of it.
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Work was instituted before the F
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Three Biblical Perspectives of Work
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1. Work 1s a Command
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Exodus Hf = ¥ 7 EC 34:21

You shall work six days but on the seventh day you
shall rest. Even during plowing time and harvest you

shall rest.
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Genesis gt#3E 2:2-3

By the seventh day God had finished the work he had
been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from all his
work. And God blessed the seventh day and made it
holy, because on it he rested from all the work of
creating that he had done.
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God also worked, and took pleasure in it
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Genesisglt#323:17-19

To Adam he said, "Because you listened to your wife and ate from
the tree about which | commanded you, "You must not eat of it,’
"Cursed is the ground because of you,; through painful toil you will
eat of it all the days of your life. It will produce thorns and thistles
for you and you will eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your
brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since
from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return.
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Work became TOIL after the Fall
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If Work is a Command

||- We must have the right attitude
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Colossians A4 A 3:22

Employees must have loyal & diligent attitude
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Colossians 20451 4:1

Employers must be fair & just
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Prov 7k §22:29
He who is skilled in his work will serve Kings
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Three Biblical Perspectives of Work
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2. Work is a means to our transformation
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Romans A—<8:28-29

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who
love him, who have been called according to his purpose. For
those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the

likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many
brothers.
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Three Biblical Perspectives of Work
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3. Work Is a Platform

B<CLlTrE LTS,
Matthew ¥2(5:13-14

You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its
saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no
longer good for anything, except to be thrown out
and trampled by men. “You are the light of the world.
A city on a hill cannot be hidden.
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2 Corinthians 23a')>k 5:18-20

All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and
gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the
world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And
he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are
therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his

appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled
to God.
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John 2 »» %2 15:16

You have not chosen me but | have chosen you and
ordained you that you should go and bring forth fruit.
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The real test is “FOCUS”
BISHESNLDEAISSFNTE2DH )

e Matthew ¥246:33

“Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness
and all these things shall be added unto you...”
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e 2 Corinthians 23')>20r4:18

“We fix our eyes not on what is seen but on what is

unseen for what is seen is temporary but what is
unseen is eternal.”
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 The “secular” becomes “spiritual” when

the focus Is eternal.
WA OELD [KIE] CFESIN B E X,

[ 2D

HRZED] E [EWaLD] CEZ 5N S,

- The “spiritual” can become “secular”

when the focus is temporal.
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If work is divorced from witness, we have missed the point
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Two Aspects to the Calling
BLDO2DDERAF

« Primary — a call TO BE a disciple of Christ
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« Secondary — a call TO DO something
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The secondary calling matters only
because the primary calling matters most
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Signs of Driveness
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1. Hassled by Hurriedness 2LV TLILLVW%T 5
2. Addicted to Accomplishment 12 RO B

3. Symptoms of Stress A L R DREAR

4. Married to Money mlIIZZEE

5. Pursuit of Power Tﬁjj r 5&3@ %

6. Caught in Compromise ZWhiE OoOm E B

7. Ruined by Relationships N e B 18 O fr 5



Is it Wrong to be Ambitious?
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Uncontrolled.. #IfH1FgE......

Hunger ||~ Gluttony
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Passion ||~ Lust
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Desire ||~ Addiction
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Ambition Driveness
& A (LT

AN




Ambition & Identity K& & PA T/ TATALA—
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Driven by recognition, outshining others ANIZERHLNTL, Bl

Pained by the success of others ND I D fz &

Performance matters less, recognition counts 47\ & D B 615 2 & % H
Rooted in pride, insecurity, vanity & selfishness 754K, BIEDA S, EER, B2 D
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Ambition flows from identity in Christ RKEDFURMIBHEDITATUOTATAMORNESD
Strong yet gentle, purposeful yet principled LR, BRI HSHEZITE DL
Not focus on competition or outshining others FECEBMRICERTENGL
Paul’s ambition stemmed from the grace experienced from God
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Strength for Missionary journeys, beatings, imprisoned
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Biblical Examples of Ambition
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1 Thess 17HY0O=4 4:11-12

Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business and
to work with your hands, just as we told you so that your daily life may
win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent upon

anybody.
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Biblical Examples of Ambition
AXEDEEM=EX

Phil 24JE3:13-14

But one thing | do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what
IS ahead, | press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has
called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.

Wiz b, bleLEBBEERCHSZLEEE>sTHELAS
BINEZEWEZ—D, B2DLDEEN. IO L DIZ
2EEETOD, AT Y A A T RIZE>TEABL
T. B521cn 28518212, HE2HEL O
TH6ERZIETT,



Biblical Examples of Ambition
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Romans B—<15:20

It has always been my ambition to preach the gospel where
Christ was not known, so that | would not be building on
someone else’s foundation.
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What now?
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1. Am I pursuing the right goal?
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2. Am | equipped to pursue the rlght goal?
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How Can | Enjoy My Work?
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1. Shift your perspective AEEEZZEZ %
Work is a command — keep the right attitude & conduct
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* Minister to, not manipulate people
AEBREDADTIFEL, ANTEZ S,
* Not love things & use people, but
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* Love people & use things
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3. Clarify purpose H % ld - & D & &€ 3
Find witnessing opportunities SEL T 2<% R D175



